
ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

Recycling 

As a college resident, it is your responsibility to dispose of waste appropriately. Please study carefully the 

poster in your accommodation, or on the bins in the garbage disposal area, demonstrating the items that 

are recyclable in Oxford. All plastic that a) is labelled as recyclable, b) can be stretched (e.g. bubblewrap), 

or c) can be scrunched, should be recycled. Other recyclable items include food tins, paper, cardboard 

and glass. 

Please follow the below instructions carefully– contamination through food waste, for instance, results in 

whole loads being rejected by the recycling centre. 

How does it work?  

1) Rinse out your used packaging, let it dry. 2) Housekeeping distributes large transparent bin bags. It is 

important that you use these, or put your recycling in the bins loose. Do NOT use normal carrier bags or 

black bin liners. 3) Dispose of recycling it in the BLUE bins in the waste disposal area (large and small 

bins serve the same purpose). 

NB: Only non-recyclable items should be placed in the green bins for general waste. 

Food waste  

The red bins are for food waste only. If your accommodation does not yet have a food caddie you should 

email the Accommodation Office to get one. It is the responsibility of residents to take turns emptying the 

food waste. We recommend using compostable bags or newspaper to line your caddy, but any carrier 

bag is fine. The food recycling plant has a machine that removes all plastic bags before the food waste is 

processed into fertilizer and bio-energy. 

For all full description of what goes in each bin, see: 

https://www.oxford.gov.uk/homepage/30/what_goes_in_each_bin 

Batteries: Recycle in the Old Lodge. 

Broken electricals: Take to the lodge, they will advise you further. Or to the Redbridge Recycling Centre 

on Old Abingdon Road https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/environment-and-planning/waste-and-

recycling/household-waste/household-waste-recycling-centres/redbridge-recycling-centre  

Unwanted items: Leave in the Tree Quad store room opposite the trolleys with a note explaining that it 

is a giveaway. If the item is broken you can use the skip next to the F-block cycle park. 

Heating and lights 

⚫ Switch off lights in your room when you leave, and in communal spaces where appropriate (e.g. 

turn off lights in the library if you’re the last to leave in the evening). 

⚫ Turn off or down the heating when you leave for a holiday or weekend. Turn off radiators when 

you open a window. During the summer months, the heating in the on-campus buildings is not 

controllable from the flat but is turned off centrally to save energy. If you live outside of the 

college’s main buildings, make sure to turn off your heating in the summer. 

Ducks: Please do not feed the birds in college as their droppings soil the pathways. Bread is harmful to 

ducks, causing deformities. 
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Tips for LIVING GREEN IN COLLEGE 
⚫ Read up on what the college is doing and what you, as a resident, can do! 

 See: https://www.wolfson.ox.ac.uk/sustainability  

⚫ Use KeepCups when you get take-away coffee! The college has its own 

Wolfson KeepCup, which you can purchase at the café! 

 made of recyclable plastic, individual parts can be replaced when needed 

 hot drinks are slightly cheaper with a KeepCup ;-) 

 original KeepCups are the only type of reusable cup permitted in the university 

and college libraries (NB: they are fairly spill-proof, except when liquid is boiling) 

⚫ College allotments: Grow your own greens! 

Contact accommodation.office@wolfson.ox.ac.uk for prices and availability 

⚫ Join the Green team! 

 We are an informal forum open to any members of college or staff who would like 

to collaborate on making Wolfson more environmentally friendly. 

⚫ Clothes can be donated at the collection bin by the car park 

⚫ AMREF second-hand household goods sale happening in Freshers’ week! 

⚫ Get your own filtered water bottle instead of buying disposable plastic ones 

⚫ Get in touch with the Environment Rep if you have any questions! 

For contact details, see: https://www.wolfson.ox.ac.uk/sustainability  

Tips for LIVING GREEN IN OXFORD 
⚫ Volunteer for OxHub environment projects 

(https://www.oxfordhub.org/projects/environmental) 

⚫ There are various ways to reduce your packaging footprint: 

 170+ “Refill stations” across Oxford (https://www.refilloxford.org/), allow you to 

refill reusable water bottles - download the Refill app to find out where they are. 

 Pop-up zero waste shops: visit SESI at the East Oxford Farmers’ market 

or OxUnboxed at the Turl Street Kitchen. 

 Waitrose (Botley Road) is trialling unpackaged groceries. Shops in the covered 

market and Lush cosmetics also sell items unpackaged. 

 Get your fruit and veg plastic-free at the Gloucester Green farmers’ market 

⚫ Make use of SHARE Oxford (https://shareoxford.org/). They run regular free repair cafés 

and host “The Library of Things,” which lets you to borrow various items that you might 

only need occasionally 

⚫ Abundance Oxford is a community harvesting project, which collects and re-distributes 

excess fruit that would otherwise go to waste 

⚫ DIY bike repairs at the Broken Spoke Bike Co-Op (http://bsbcoop.org/) 

⚫ Halfords Re~Cycle Bike Donations 

(https://www.halfords.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/product_storeId_10001_catalogId_ 

1%20%204552_productId_1035917_langId_-1_categoryId_173020) 

⚫ Shops that sell vegan and eco products e.g. laundry liquid, shampoo: Oxfam, 

Holland&Barrett. Eco washing-up liquid can be purchased at most grocery stores. 

⚫ Explore Oxford’s many second-hand and vintage stores, e.g. in Cowley and Headington! 
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