
Tue.  4th  May (2nd week) ,  1 :30  pm.
Gareth  Brereton,  London:  
‘The  greatest  k ing  you ’ve  never  heard
of ’ :  exhib i t ing  Ashurbanipal  at  the
Bri t i sh  Museum 

Tue.  25th May (5th  week) ,  1 :30  pm.
Drahos lav  Hul ínek ,  Brat is lava :  
The latest  knowledge  about  the  h is tory
of  the  Sumerian c i ty  o f  Umma

Tue.  8th  June (7th  week) ,  1 :30  pm.   
Susanne Paulus ,  Chicago:  
Babylon ,  Sa le  Contracts ,  and Kass i te
History

Welcome back !  We hope you
enjoyed the  Easter  vac  and are
ready for  Tr in i ty  Term.

We are  happy to  present  and
circulate  the  Oxford Assyr io logy
Newsletter !  Be low you can read
about  upcoming lectures ,  news,
people ,  funding  deadl ines  and
student  act iv i t ies ,  a l l  re lated to
Assyr io logy  at  The Univers i ty  of
Oxford .  This  newsletter  wi l l  be
sent  out  termly .  

Please  send comments ,  news
and any updates  you think
should  be  included to
christ ie .carr@wolfson.ox .ac .uk

E A N E S  T U E S D A Y
S E M I N A R S

Tue.  1st  June (6th  week) ,  1 :30  pm.
Sebast ian  Rey ,  London:  
New Excavat ions  in  Te l lo/Girsu :  The
Eninnu Temple  
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Weds 9th June (7th  Week)-  
Dr  Troels  Pank Arbøl  (L inacre
Col lege)
Epidemics  in  Ancient  Mesopotamia

v ia  Zoom.  For  further  deta i l s  and to
be added to  the  mai l ing  l i s t ,  p lease
contact  robert .arnott@gtc .ox .ac .uk

L E C T U R E S  A N D  S E M I N A R S

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  O X F O R D

ANCIENT MEDICINE SEMINAR
Green Templeton Col lege
Alternative  Wednesdays  at  17 :30pm

Middle  Babylonian medical  text ,  Assur
https ://cdl i .ucla .edu/P281806

Astronomy and Astrology in
Early  Text  Cultures  
For  more  info :
https ://www.ear lytextcul tures .
org/events/upcoming-events

EARLY TEXT CULTURES

PRIMARY TEXT LAB II:  HAMMURABI
The BRANE Col lect ive
Friday  7th  May at  16 :00 PM
The Pr imary  Text  Lab ser ies  br ings  together  a  panel
of  scholars  to  examine c lose ly  a  s ing le  text  f rom
dif ferent  perspect ives ,  in  an  open conversat ion on
any aspect  of  i ts  interpretat ion .  
Panel :  Moudhy Al-Rashid ,  Andrew Alberto  Nicolas
Deloucas ,  Seth L .  Sanders ,  Pamela  Barmash,  Sophus
Hel le ,  M.  Wil l is  Monroe
To register :
https ://branecol lect ive .org/2021/04/10/primary-
text- lab- i i-hammurabi/

Wolfson Col lege ,  DPhi l  (2021 )
Transgress ion  and Curse  in  the
Mesopotamian Exorcis t  Corpus
University  of  Würzburg ,  
Thurs  29th Apri l  ( 1st  Week) ,
17 . 15pm-
https ://uni-
wuerzburg .zoom.us/j/93960110
960?
pwd=U2FpK0tkZW9nanJ2Y3pHO
E5tSlpLUT09

ADAM HOWE

https://cdli.ucla.edu/P281806
https://www.earlytextcultures.org/events/upcoming-events
https://branecollective.org/2021/04/10/primary-text-lab-ii-hammurabi/
https://uni-wuerzburg.zoom.us/j/93960110960?pwd=U2FpK0tkZW9nanJ2Y3pHOE5tSlpLUT09


A S H M O L E A N

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  O X F O R D

The exhib i t  i s  now open unt i l  the
22nd August  2021  at  the
Ashmolean Museum 
https ://www.ashmolean.org/event
/owning-the-past#/

BISI  Webinar :  Dr  Paul  Col l ins  on
Rethinking  Mesopotamia  in  Oxford
https ://www.youtube .com/watch?
v=7KnoCwwU_D8

OWNING THE PAST

Talah Anderson  (DPhi l )  wil l  be
part ic ipat ing  in  Kras is  as  an
Ashmolean Junior  Teaching Fel low
with  a  symposium on Mesopotomian
visua l  representat ion .

Kras is  i s  a  museum-based,
interdisc ip l inary  teaching  and
learning  programme,  which began
l i fe  at  the  Ashmolean in  2017  and
won a  Univers i ty  of  Oxford
Humanit ies  Div is ion Teaching
Excel lence Award in  2018 .  Each
term Kras is  gathers  e ight  ear ly
career  researchers  f rom the
Univers i ty  of  Oxford ( the
Ashmolean Junior  Teaching  Fe l lows)
and s ixteen current  Oxford
undergraduates  and postgraduates
( the  Kras is  Scholars )  for  a  ser ies  of
ob ject-centred symposia ,  taught  by
the  teaching  fe l lows ,  who each
address  a  shared theme from the
standpoint  of  the ir  own disc ip l ine
and their  own research .

KRASIS

https://www.ashmolean.org/event/owning-the-past#/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7KnoCwwU_D8


U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  O X F O R D

I  have  read for  the  DPhi l  in  Or ienta l
Studies  at  Wol fson Col lege ,  Oxford ,  for
four  years ,  funded by  the  Oxford-Wolfson
Col lege  Regina ld  Campbel l  Thompson
Assyr io logy  Graduate  Scholarship  of  the
Univers i ty  of  Oxford ,  Wol fson Col lege  and
establ ished through the  generous  g i f t  o f
an  anonymous donor .  In  my DPhi l  thes is ,
ent i t led  “Kass i te  let ters :  Communicat ing
Orders  and Networking  with in  the
Administrat ion of  Kass i te  Babylonia” ,  I
ana lysed the  language,  s ty le ,  s tructure ,
episto lary  funct ion and content  of  about
hal f  o f  the  Kass i te  per iod letters  f rom
Nippur ,  to  which I  had access .  Nippur
y ie lded the  largest  number  of  Kass i te
per iod letters  in  compar ison with  other
f ind-spots .  As  a  substant ia l  number  of
these  letters  i s  current ly  s tored in  the
cunei form col lect ion of  the  “Univers i ty  of
Pennsylvania  Museum of  Archaeology  and
Anthropology”  in  Phi ladelphia ,  I  went  to
Phi ladelphia  to  take  RTI  images  of  the
cunei form tablets  ( funded by  the
Santander  Academic  Trave l  Award,  the
Lorne Thyssen Research Fund for  Ancient
World  Topics  and the  Trave l  Grant  for
F ie ldwork  from Wolfson Col lege ,  Oxford) .
Apart  f rom my analys is  of  the  episto lary
convent ions  and funct ion of  the  Kass i te
letter  corpus ,  I  focused on the
informat ion which the  letters  prov ided us
with  about  the  prov incia l  s tructure  of  the
Kass i te  k ingdom,  and the  tasks  of  the
of f ic ia ls ,  who wrote  and sent  the  Kass i te
per iod letters .

C A T C H I N G  U P  W I T H . . .

LYNN SALAMMBÔ-ZIMMERMAN
Wolfson Col lege ,  DPhi l  (2021 )

Middle  Babylonian letter ,  Nippur
https ://cdl i .ucla .edu/P261018

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%94
https://cdli.ucla.edu/P261018


T h e y  s h o w  t h a t  N i p p u r ’ s  n e t w o r k
r e a c h e d  s o u t h  t h r o u g h  I s i n  a n d  t h e
S e a l a n d  t o  D i l m u n ,  a n d  i n  t h e
n o r t h  t o  B ī t - P e r e - A m u r r u .  I n  t h e
n o r t h e a s t ,  r e g u l a r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n
w i t h  U p ī ,  D ē r  a n d  A k k a d e  i s
a t t e s t e d .  T h e  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f
N i p p u r e a n  o f f i c i a l s  i n  d i s t a n t
p r o v i n c e s  c a n  b e  e x p l a i n e d  t h r o u g h
t h e  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r  o f
N i p p u r  i n  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f
t e m p l e  l a n d s  i n  d i f f e r e n t
p r o v i n c e s .  T h e  K a s s i t e  l e t t e r s  d o
n o t  o n l y  p r o v e  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n o r  o f
N i p p u r  h a d  a n  e l e v a t e d  s t a t u s ,  b u t
a l s o  s u p r a - r e g i o n a l  i n f l u e n c e .  T h e
g o v e r n o r  o f  N i p p u r  h a d  t h e
c o m m a n d  o v e r  t e m p l e s  i n  N i p p u r .  
 H e  w a s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n
o f  l e v i e s  f o r  t h e  k i n g ,  a n d  i n  t h e
s u p r a - r e g i o n a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f
r e s o u r c e s ,  w h i c h  a r e  t a s k s  a s c r i b e d
t o  t h e  r o y a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .
P r o v i n c i a l  o f f i c i a l s ,  s u c h  a s
ḫa z a n n u s ,  f r o m  o t h e r  p r o v i n c e s
r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r  o f
N i p p u r .  A s  t h e  h i g h e s t  o f f i c i a l
u n d e r  t h e  k i n g ,  t h e  g o v e r n o r  o f
N i p p u r  w a s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  l e v i e s  f o r  t h e  r o y a l
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e
K a s s i t e  l e t t e r s  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e
w i d e - r e a c h i n g  c o n t r o l  o f  N i p p u r
o v e r  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a s ,  a n d  t h a t
t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f  N i p p u r  s t r e t c h e d
n o r t h e a s t  u p  u n t i l  D ū r - E n l i l ē .

T h e  c o l l e g e  s y s t e m  a t  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O x f o r d  p r o v i d e s  y o u
w i t h  i d e a l  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  w r i t i n g  a
D P h i l  t h e s i s .  T h e r e  i s  a  g r e a t
c o m m u n i t y  o f  r e s e a r c h e r s  a n d
s t u d e n t s  a t  W o l f s o n  C o l l e g e ,
l e i s u r e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
t o  m e e t  e x c i t i n g  p e o p l e ,  s o  I  a m
m i s s i n g  i t  a l r e a d y  a  g r e a t  d e a l !  

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  O X F O R D

L Y N N  S A L A M M B Ô - Z I M M E R M A N

Middle  Babylonian letter ,  Nippur
https ://cdl i .ucla .edu/P261326

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%94
https://cdli.ucla.edu/P261326


L Y N N  S A L A M M B Ô - Z I M M E R M A N

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  O X F O R D

A s s y r i o l o g y  a t  O x f o r d  a l s o  o f f e r s  y o u  m a n y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  g a i n
e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  D u r i n g  m y  t i m e  i n  O x f o r d  I  h a v e  i m a g e d  c y l i n d e r
s e a l s  i n  t w o  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  t h e  A s h m o l e a n  M u s e u m ,  O x f o r d ,  a n d  t h e
B i b l i o t h è q u e  n a t i o n a l e  d e  F r a n c e ,  P a r i s  f o r  a  s u b - p r o j e c t  o f  t h e
C u n e i f o r m  D i g i t a l  L i b r a r y  I n i t i a t i v e  ( C D L I )  l e d  b y  J a c o b  D a h l  e n t i t l e d
“ S e a l s  a n d  t h e i r  i m p r e s s i o n s  i n  t h e  a n c i e n t  N e a r  E a s t ”  ( S I A N E ) .  

W o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  C D L I  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  I  a p p l i e d  t o  O x f o r d  i n  t h e
f i r s t  p l a c e  a n d  I  h a v e  s c a n n e d  c u n e i f o r m  t a b l e t s  w i t h  a  d e s k t o p  s c a n n e r
a n d  r e f l e c t a n c e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  i m a g i n g  ( R T I )  w i t h  a  c a m e r a  d o m e  i n  t h e
L o u v r e  M u s e u m ,  P a r i s ,  a n d  o f  t h e  K a s s i t e  l e t t e r s  i n  t h e  B a b y l o n i a n
S e c t i o n  o f  t h e  P e n n  M u s e u m ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a .
H a v i n g  f i n i s h e d  m y  D P h i l  i n  O x f o r d ,  I  t o o k  a  f e l l o w s h i p  i n  B e r l i n  a t  t h e
G e r m a n  R e s e a r c h  F o u n d a t i o n  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  ( D F G  K o l l e g -
F o r s c h u n g s g r u p p e )  2 6 1 5  “ R e t h i n k i n g  O r i e n t a l  D e s p o t i s m ”  w o r k i n g  o n
e c o n o m i c  t h e o r i e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p a l a c e  b u s i n e s s  s y s t e m  i n  O l d
B a b y l o n i a n  L a r s a .  A s  a  f e l l o w  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  I  a m  c u r r e n t l y  f i n i s h i n g  a n
a r t i c l e  o n  w o m e n  i n  g o v e r n a n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  K a s s i t e  p e r i o d .

A t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  M a y  I  a m  g o i n g  t o  b e g i n  m y  p o s t d o c  a t  t h e  G e r m a n
R e s e a r c h  F o u n d a t i o n  E m m y  N o e t h e r  w i t h  a  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  e n t i t l e d
" P h i l o s o p h i e  i n  s u m e r i s c h e r  n a r r a t i v e r  L i t e r a t u r "  ( “ P h i l o s o p h y  i n
S u m e r i a n  n a r r a t i v e  L i t e r a t u r e ” ) .  T h e  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  i s  g o i n g  t o
a d d r e s s  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  O l d  B a b y l o n i a n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  o m e n  s e r i e s ’
a n d  l e g a l  t e x t s .  A  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e  f o c u s e d  o n  t h e
m e t h o d  o f  h y l e m e  a n a l y s i s ,  w h i c h  i s  u s e d  t o  e x t r a c t  l i t e r a r y  “ S t o f f ”
( n a r r a t i v e )  v a r i a n t s  a n d / o r  s e q u e n c e s  f r o m  t h e i r  c o n c r e t e
m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  i n  a  s p e c i f i c  m e d i u m ,  a n d  t o  m a k e  t r a n s m e d i a l
c o m p a r i s o n s  o f  “ S t o f f e ”  a n d  t h e i r  v a r i a n t s  ( s e e  Z g o l l ’ s  “ T r a c t a t u s
m y t h o l o g i c u s ”  2 0 1 9 ) .

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%94


I n  A s s y r i o l o g y ,  t h e r e  i s  a l w a y s  s o m e t h i n g  n e w
t o  l e a r n  a n d  d i s c o v e r .  T h i s  i n t r i g u i n g  a s p e c t
s e t s  i t  a p a r t  f r o m  s o m e  d i s c i p l i n e s  t h a t  a r e
m o r e  r e s t r i c t e d  b y  a  v e r y  l i m i t e d  c o r p u s  o r
b o d y  o f  e v i d e n c e .  A t  O x f o r d ,  I  l e a r n e d  t o  w o r k
w i t h  u n p u b l i s h e d  t e x t s  a n d  r e s e a r c h e d  s o c i a l
h i s t o r y ,  w h i c h  s e t  t h e  t r a j e c t o r y  f o r  m y
r e s e a r c h .

F o r  p r i m a r y  t e x t  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  I  w i l l  m e n t i o n  o n e
p r o j e c t  h e r e .  K l a u s  W a g e n s o n n e r  a n d  I  a r e
p u b l i s h i n g  a  v o l u m e  o n  l e t t e r s  f r o m  O l d
B a b y l o n i a n  K i s h  i n  t h e  s e r i e s  O x f o r d  E d i t i o n s  o f
C u n e i f o r m  T e x t s  ( O E C T ) .  W h i l e  w e  c o u l d  h a v e
s h o r t - c i r c u i t e d  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s ,  w e
c h o s e  a  m o r e  a m b i t i o u s  p r o j e c t ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d
t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a n  a r c h i v e  o f  2 0 0  l e t t e r s
f r o m  O l d  B a b y l o n i a n  K i s h .  U n t i l  a t  l e a s t  1 6 0 0
B C ,  t h e  c o m p i l e d  a r c h i v e  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  l a r g e s t
g r o u p  o f  r e l a t e d  l e t t e r s  f r o m  s o u t h e r n
M e s o p o t a m i a .  A l t h o u g h  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  m o v e d  i n t o
v a r i o u s  m u s e u m s  t h r o u g h  t h e  a n t i q u i t i e s
m a r k e t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 0 0 ’ s ,  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y
r e m a i n e d  u n s t u d i e d  a n d  u n p u b l i s h e d ,  d e s p i t e
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  m a n y  p r i s t i n e  e x a m p l e s  o f
p e r s o n a l  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .  W e
o f f e r  a n  e x t e n s i v e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t h a t  t o u c h e s  o n
O l d  B a b y l o n i a n  e p i s t o l o g r a p h y  a n d  s c r i b a l
h a n d s .  T h e  i n s i g h t s  g a i n e d  f r o m  a n d  t h e  a b i l i t y
t o  o b s e r v e  s c r i b a l  h a n d s  a c r o s s  m u s e u m s  h a s
r e s u l t e d  i n  o u r  e m b a r k i n g  o n  a  t h r e e - y e a r  s t u d y
s e s s i o n  o n  s c r i b a l  h a n d s  i n  c u n e i f o r m  t e x t s  a s
c o - c h a i r s  f o r  t h e  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g s  o f  A S O R
( 2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 2 ) .    

W i t h  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y ,  m y  i n t e r e s t  l i e s  p r i m a r i l y
i n  s t u d y i n g  p e o p l e  o n  t h e  m a r g i n s  o f  s o c i e t y ,
s u c h  a s  s l a v e s  a n d  p r i s o n e r s .  I  a m  f i n a l i z i n g  a
m a n u s c r i p t  w i t h  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s  o n
p r i s o n s  u n t i l  t h e  f i r s t  f a l l  o f  B a b y l o n .  I  a r g u e
t h a t  c o r p o r a l  c o n f i n e m e n t  a r o s e  l a r g e l y  o u t  o f
t h e  d e s i r e  t o  c o n t r o l  a n d  g a i n  a c c e s s  t o  l a b o r .  

C A T C H I N G  U P  W I T H . . .

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  O X F O R D

DR J. NICHOLAS REID
Wolfson Col lege ,  DPhi l  (2014)

A copy of  Nungal  A ,  'Decad
no.9 ' ,  OECT 5 ,  058
https ://cdl i .ucla .edu/P3458
39 

https://cdli.ucla.edu/P345839
https://cdli.ucla.edu/P345839
https://cdli.ucla.edu/P345839


J .  N I C H O L A S  R E I D

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  O X F O R D

T h e  m e c h a n i s m s  f o r  i m p r i s o n m e n t ,  s u c h  a s  g u a r d s  a n d  o t h e r  i m p l e m e n t s
t o  c o n t r o l  m o v e m e n t ,  w e r e  r e a d i l y  a d a p t a b l e  t o  m e e t  a  v a r i e t y  o f  s o c i a l
n e e d s ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a  m u l t i f u n c t i o n a l ,  m u l t i - c o n t e x t u a l  p r a c t i c e  o f
i m p r i s o n m e n t .  I m p r i s o n m e n t  h a d  l i t t l e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  c r i m e ,  e x c e p t
w h e n  a  p e r s o n  w a s  b e i n g  h e l d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  j u d i c i a l  p r o c e s s  o r  t o  c o e r c e
p a y m e n t .  B u t  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  i m p r i s o n m e n t  c a m e  t o  h a v e  i d e o l o g y
a t t a c h e d  t o  i t  t h a t  r e l a t e d  t o  r i t u a l  p u r i f i c a t i o n  t h r o u g h  l a m e n t ,  a s  s e e n
i n  t h e  “ H y m n  t o  N u n g a l . ”  T h r o u g h  t h e  a t t a c h m e n t  o f  i d e o l o g y ,  t h e  p r i s o n
c a m e  t o  b e  u t i l i z e d  i n  l a t e r  r i t u a l  t e x t s ,  w h e r e  t h e  k i n g  w o u l d  b e  r i t u a l l y
p u r i f i e d ,  j u s t  l i k e  t h e  p r i s o n e r  i n  t h e  “ H y m n  t o  N u n g a l . ”  B u t  l i t e r a r y  a n d
r e l i g i o u s  i d e o l o g y  m u s t  b e  d i s e n t a n g l e d  f r o m  a c t u a l  p r a c t i c e .

M y  i n t e r e s t  i n  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  s t e m s  i n  p a r t  f r o m  m y  o w n  e x p e r i e n c e
g r o w i n g  u p  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  w h e r e  s l a v e r y  a n d  p r i s o n s  p l a y  s u c h  t r a g i c
r o l e s  i n  o u r  p a s t  a n d  p r e s e n t .  T o p i c s  o f  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  a s s i s t  u s  i n  a s k i n g
q u e s t i o n s  l i k e  h o w  t o  o r g a n i z e  a  j u s t  s o c i e t y .  U n l i k e  o n e  a p p r o a c h ,  t h e
g o a l  i s  n o t  t o  f i n d  e x e m p l a r y  p r a c t i c e s  i n  a n c i e n t  M e s o p o t a m i a .  R a t h e r ,
e v e n  a s  w e  d i s c o v e r  t r a g e d i e s  o f  t h e  p a s t ,  i t  e n a b l e s  u s  t o  a l s o  e x p l o r e
o u r  o w n  a s s u m p t i o n s  a n d  b l i n d  s p o t s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  t h e  “ L a w s  o f
Ḫa m m u r a p i ”  o n e ’ s  s t a t u s  i n  s o c i e t y  h a d  a  d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  o u t c o m e s .
B y  c o n t r a s t ,  i n  t h e  U S ,  a  c l a s s i c  p i c t u r e  o f  o u r  j u d i c i a l  s y s t e m  i s  “ L a d y
J u s t i c e , ”  w h o  i s  b l i n d  a s  a  s y m b o l  o f  i m p a r t i a l  f a i r n e s s .  H o w e v e r ,  e v e r y o n e
k n o w s  t h a t  r a c e  a n d  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  b a c k g r o u n d  c o n t i n u e  t o  p l a y  m a j o r
r o l e s  i n  o u r  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m ,  p r o d u c i n g  u n e q u a l  o u t c o m e s  a m o n g  s o c i e t y .
“ L a d y  J u s t i c e ”  r e p r e s e n t s  a n  i d e o l o g y  t h a t  h a s  t o  b e  d i s e n t a n g l e d  f r o m
a c t u a l  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  U S .

T h e  p r o j e c t  o f  d i s e n t a n g l i n g  i d e o l o g y  f r o m  s o c i a l - h i s t o r i c a l  p r a c t i c e
c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  I  a m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p u r s u i n g .



The CDLI  has  received the  excit ing
news that  the  project  wi l l  be
taking part  in  the  GSoC for  the
fourth year  in  a  row!  
GSoC is  a  g loba l  program focused
on br inging  more  student
developers  into  open source
software  development .  Students
work  with  an  open source
organisat ion on a  10  week
programming pro ject  dur ing  their
break  from school .

Oxford GSoC org  admin:
Émil ie  Pagé-Perron
Jacob Dahl

Oxford GSoC mentors :
Émil ie  Pagé-Perron
Jacob Dahl
Christ ie  Carr  (DPhi l )
Joseph Barber  (MPhi l )

Talah Anderson  (DPhi l )
" I  have  begun a  task  matching  each
of  the  mater ia ls  l i s ted  on the  CDLI
with  their  equiva lent  entr ies  in  the
Getty ’ s  Art  &  Architecture
Thesaurus .  This  wi l l  enable  greater
standardisat ion between CDLI  and
Getty  terminology  and wi l l  he lp
users  of  the  CDLI  to  more  eas i ly
access  the  comprehensive  research
mater ia ls  prov ided by  the  Getty
Vocabular ies" .  

CDLI MATERIALS

C D L I  C O R N E R

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  O X F O R D

GOOGLE SUMMER SCHOOL OF CODE

This  sect ion inc ludes  news
from our  students  working  on
pro jects  for  the  Cunei form
Digi ta l  L ibrary  In i t iat ive  :
https ://cdl i .uc la .edu/

Benjamin Caspi   (DPhi l )
E l len Ryan (MPhi l )
"To reorganise  the  ob ject  type
category  on the  CDLI  websi te ,  we
are  creat ing  a  new typology  of
ob ject  types  with in  the  CDLI
archive  and t idy ing  the  current  one
which has  many errors  and entr ies
with  unique labe ls  (o f ten spel l ing
mistakes  or  spe l t  in  a  d i f ferent
language) .  We are  current ly
creat ing  the  typology  and
discuss ing  where  certa in  ob jects
would  best  f i t  as  i tems such as
foundat ion deposi ts  could  be
c lass i f ied  as  a  sculptura l  artefact
or  archi tectonic" .

https://cdli.ucla.edu/


Ninhursag Tadaros  was a  student
here  at  Oxford on the  BA in
Egyptology  and ancient  Near
Eastern Studies  (Akkadian and
Sumerian)  between 2015-2018 .  Nino
is  now doing  a  masters  in  Curat ing
Art  (and Her i tage  Studies )  at
Stockholm Univers i ty .

Nino is  working  on a  pro ject  for  the
CDLI  to  create  a  complete  cata log
of  Scandinav ian  co l lect ions  of
cy l inder  (and i f  poss ib le  stamp)
sea ls ,  as  wel l  as  an  improved onl ine
bib l iography of  sea ls  co l lect ions .

The CDLI  l i s ts  current ly  only  7868
phys ica l  sea ls ,  a l though we c la im
that  as  many as  50 ,000 ex ists  in
col lect ions .  For  BM,  for  example ,
CDLI  l i s ts  only  c .  1 , 750 out  of
perhaps  7 ,500 sea ls  in  cata log .  One
way to  arr ive  at  a  better  coverage
is  to  methodica l ly  cata log  sea ls  in
di f ferent  reg ions .

"Current ly ,  I  am try ing  to  map out
which col lect ions  in  the
Scandinav ian  countr ies  have
cyl inder  and stamp sea ls ,  and
gather  cata log  data  on the  ones  I
f ind .  I t  involves  contact ing/l ia ison
with  curators  and researchers  in
di f ferent  countr ies ,  and somet imes
in  that  way informing them of
CDLI 's  work .  S imultaneous ly ,  I  am
gather ing  references  for  a
b ib l iography .  The de l iverables  of
th is  pro ject  are  an  improved onl ine
bib l iography of  sea ls  co l lect ions ,
and cata log  data  of  Scandinav ian
col lect ions  of  cy l inder  sea ls .  I f  t ime
permits  the  idea  i s  to  do  s imi lar
work  on a  North  American
Col lect ion" .  

C D L I  C O R N E R

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  O X F O R D

SCANDANAVIAN SEALS PROJECT

Ur II I  cyl inder  seal ,  Umma
https ://cdl i .ucla .edu/P452212

https://cdli.ucla.edu/P452212


The Genera l  Fund for  Assyr io logy
supports  research in  the  f ie ld  of
Assyr io logy  in  Oxford ,  and pr imar i ly
at  Wol fson Col lege .  Funding is
ava i lab le  in  support  of :  

-Conferences  and lectures  on topics
of  interest  to  Assyr io logists ,   

-Oxford Assyr io logica l  publ icat ions ,   

-Smal l  research pro jects  by  Oxford
Assyr io logists  ( for  example  by
funding f ie ldwork ,  archiva l  research,
and conference presentat ions ,  with
preference g iven to  members  of
Wol fson Col lege) ,   

-And to  inv i te  co l leagues  f rom
elsewhere  for  short  s tays  in  Oxford
to  carry  out  research of  interest  to
Oxford Assyr io logists .

A l l  research data  generated from
pro jects  funded by  the  Fund is  tobe
made publ ic ly  ava i lab le ,  and major
lectures  sha l l  l ikewise  be  recorded
and put  in  the  publ ic  domain .

The Genera l  Fund for  Assyr io logy  can
also  be  used for  genera l  support  for
on-going  research of  Oxford
Assyr io logists ,  with  preference g iven
to  members  of  Wol fson Col lege .  

To  apply  to  the  Genera l  Fund,
p lease  send appl icat ions  (cover
letter ,  CV,  budget )  to
jacob.dahl@or inst .ox .ac .uk  by
Weds 12th  May (3rd  week) .
For  more info :
ht tps ://www.wol fson.ox .ac .uk/ge
nera l- fund-assyr io logy

ANCIENT WORLD
RESEARCH CLUSTER 
The fund supports  the  work  of
members  of  Wol fson Col lege
working  on any  aspect  of  the
Ancient  World .

Appl icat ions  to  the  Lorne Thyssen
Fund for  Ancient  World  Topics
should  be  submitted by the  end of
3rd week each term.   For  more info
and how to  apply :
ht tps ://www.wol fson.ox .ac .uk/lorn
e-thyssen-research-fund-ancient-
wor ld-topics

GENERAL FUND FOR
ASSYRIOLOGY

F U N D I N G

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  O X F O R D

https://www.wolfson.ox.ac.uk/general-fund-assyriology
https://www.wolfson.ox.ac.uk/lorne-thyssen-research-fund-ancient-world-topics

